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Consultation document | Tuhinga whai tohutohu 

Proposed scopes of practice for nurse practitioners and registered nurse prescribers
Including amendments to nursing education programme standards 
September 2025


Introduction | Kupu whakataki 
The Council is seeking views on proposed scopes of practice for nurse practitioners and registered nurse prescribers, including amendments to nursing education programme standards leading to registration with the Nursing Council of New Zealand. 

The consultation is structured into three parts – registered nurse prescribing, nurse practitioner, and education standards. You do not need to answer all questions. Please respond to the questions that are relevant to you.

How to submit 
You can choose to compete a survey or you can provide more substantive feedback via this submission template. 

[bookmark: _Hlk207347675]If you have completed this template, please email it to consultations@nursingcouncil.org.nz by 5pm Friday 24 October 2025.

What we will do with your submission
We will review and consider all feedback, which will inform advice to our Board. We will also publish a summary of the feedback on our website.

Template submissions may be published in part, or in their entirety, on our website. Please indicate below if you are happy for your submission to be published.

☐   Yes, you may publish any part of my submission.
☐   Yes, but please remove my name.
☐   No, you may not publish my submission.
Are you submitting on behalf of an organisation 
or individual?
I am submitting as an individual ☐ Please go to Question 1
I am submitting on behalf of an organisation or group  ☐ Please go to Question 6

	Submitting as an individual
Please complete the following questions if you are submitting as an individual. It is important for us to know about you so that we understand whose views are represented in submissions. This helps us to understand the impact of our proposals and ensure that any changes we make will work for different groups. 

	1. What is your name?      

	2. What best describes your role?
☐   I am a nurse practitioner 
☐   I am a registered nurse prescriber in primary health and specialty teams 
☐   I am a registered nurse prescriber in community health 
☐   I am a registered nurse who only prescribes in diabetes health
☐   I am a registered nurse with authorisation to supply the ECP or Hep C medicines
☐   I am a registered nurse on a nurse practitioner or nurse prescribing pathway
☐   I am a registered nurse 
☐   I am an enrolled nurse
☐   I am a nurse educator
☐   I am a nurse leader
☐   I am a member of the public  
☐   I am a member of another regulated health profession. Please specify:      

	3. If you are a nurse, where did you gain your qualification?
☐   New Zealand
☐   In another country

	4. What ethnic group do you belong to? Mark the space or spaces that apply to you. 
☐   Zealand European 
☐   Māori 
☐   Samoan
☐   Cook Island Māori
☐   Tongan 
☐   Niuean
☐   Fijian
☐   Other Pacific Peoples 
☐   Chinese
☐   Fijian Indian
☐   Indian
☐   Filipino
☐   Southeast Asian
☐   Other Asian
☐   Other European 
☐   I do not want to state my ethnicity 
☐   Other. Please state:      

	5. What region do you live in?
☐  Northland
☐   Auckland 
☐   Waikato
☐   Bay of Plenty 
☐   Gisborne
☐   Hawkes Bay
☐   Taranaki
☐   Manawatū-Whanganui 
☐   Wellington 
☐   Nelson-Marlborough 
☐   West Coast
☐   Canterbury
☐   Otago
☐   Southland
☐   Overseas 





	Submitting on behalf of an organisation or group
Please complete the following questions if you are submitting on behalf of an organisation or group. It is important for us to know about your organisation to understand the range of perspectives represented in submissions. 

	6. What is your name?      

	7. What is the name of your organisation?      

	8. What best describes your organisation?
☐   A provider of health and/or disability support services
☐   A nursing professional association, union, or other representative group
☐   A non-nursing professional association, union, or other representative group 
☐   A government agency 
☐   Another organisation or group






Consultation questions | 
Ngā pātai whai tohutohu

Part One: proposed changes to registered nurse prescribing 
[bookmark: _Hlk169532477]
	This section relates to registered nurse prescribing. If you only want to submit on the nurse practitioner scope statement and/or nursing education standards, please go to Part Two and/or Part Three.




	Consultation questions
	  Your response

	1. The registered nurse prescriber scope builds on the foundations of the registered nurse scope. Is this clear in the registered nurse prescribing scope?
	Yes ☐

No ☐


	2. Does the proposed scope reflect the key requirements of registered nurse prescribing practice?
	Yes ☐

No ☐

	3. Overall, do you support the proposed registered nurse prescribing scope statement? 
	Yes ☐

No ☐

	Please provide any other comments including reasons to explain your answers
	     






Part Two: proposed changes to the nurse practitioner 
scope statement 

	This section relates to the nurse practitioner scope of practice. If you only want to submit on registered nurse prescribing and/or nursing education standards, please go to Part One and/or Part Three.



	Consultation questions
	  Your response

	1. The nurse practitioner scope builds on the foundations of the registered nurse scope. Is this clear in the proposed changes to the nurse practitioner scope?
	Yes ☐

No ☐


	2. Does the proposed scope statement reflect nurse practitioner practice?
	Yes ☐

No ☐

	3. Overall, do you support the proposed changes to the nurse practitioner scope statement?
	Yes ☐

No ☐

	Please provide any other comments including reasons to explain your answers
	     





Clarity between registered nurse prescribing and nurse practitioner scopes of practice

	These questions relate to both the registered nurse prescribing and nurse practitioner scopes of practice. If you only want to submit on nursing education standards, please go to Part Three.



	Consultation questions
	  Your response

	1. Is the difference between the scopes of registered nurse prescribing and nurse practitioner clear? 
	Yes ☐

No ☐

	Please provide any other comments including reasons to explain your answers
	     




Part Three: proposed changes to the nursing education programme standards (standard six) leading to registration 
with the Nursing Council of New Zealand 

	This section relates to the nursing education standards – standard six: programme of study. If you only want to submit on the registered nurse prescribing and/or nurse practitioner scope of practice, please go to Part One and/or Part Two.



	Consultation questions
	  Your response

	1. Do you support the clinical learning requirements for registered nurse prescribing?

	Yes ☐

No ☐

	2. Do you agree that registered nurses should complete two years in the area of practice they intend to prescribe in before registration as a nurse prescriber?
	Yes ☐

No ☐

	3. [bookmark: _Hlk206665865]Do you agree that nurse practitioners should complete two years in their chosen area of practice before registration?
	Yes ☐

No ☐

	4. Do you support the requirements for the programme lead?
	Yes ☐

No ☐

	5. Do you support a minimum of 100 hours of simulation plus 400 hours in face-to-face clinical learning in the nurse practitioner programme?
	Yes ☐

No ☐

	6. [bookmark: _Hlk198553921]Do you support the requirement for the education provider to inform the Nursing Council of the nurse practitioner candidate’s broad area of practice prior to registration as a nurse practitioner?
	Yes ☐

No ☐

	How would you define broad areas of practice?
	     

	Please provide any other comments including reasons to explain your answers 
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